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xxxii PREFACE.

died away, and honest judgments are given of the
events that have transpired, I leave to the impartial
reader, and historian, the question whether the course
I pursued, and the General whom I loved and faith-
fully served, are deserving of censure, or are entitled

to the praises of a free and enlightened people.
ALLAN PINKERTON.
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CHAPTER L

« An Unwritten Page of History."—A Political Résumé.—
Mr. Lincoln is Elected President.

ANY years have elapsed since the occurrence

of the events which I am about to relate.

Years that have been full of mighty import to the
nation. A bitter, prolonged and bloody war has laid
its desolating hands upon a once united country.
For years the roar of cannon and the clash of steel
reverberated through the bright valleys and the
towering hills of the fruitful South. In those years
when brother arose against his brother, when ties of
kindred and association were broken asunder like frail
reeds, glorious deeds were wrought and grand results
have been accomplished. America has taught the

* world alesson of bravery and endurance ; the shackles
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34 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

have been stricken from the slave; an error of a
century has been crushed, and freedom is now no

} : longer an empty name, but a beautiful and enduring
Vo realism.
\ To-day peace spreads her broad, sheltering arms

over a reunited and enlightened nation. The roll of
the drum and the tramp of armed men are now no
P longer heard. North and South have again clasped
hands in a renewal of friendship and in a perpetuity
of union,

But a short time ago a Republican President,
clected by but a slight majority of the voters of this
great community, left his peaceful home in the West
and journeyed to the capital of the nation, to take
the oath of office and to assume the high duties of
L a chief magistrate. As he passed through the
towns and cities upon his route a general plaudit
of welcome was his greeting, even noted political
foes joining in the demonstrations. His road was
i arched with banners and his path was strewn with
L flowers. Everywhere he found an enthusiasm of
o welcome, a universal prayer for success, and the
. triumphal train entered the capital amid the ovations
P of the populace, which reached almost a climax of
patriotic and effervescing joy.

Twenty years ago witnessed a different condition
' of affairs. The political horizon was dark and ob-
I E scured. The low mutterings of the storm that was
f{ soon to sweep aver our country, and to deluge our







